
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF EAST TAWAS CITY COUNCIL
JULY 6, 2010

Meeting called to order by Mayor Bruce Bolen at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the East
Tawas City Hall.

Present: B. Bolen, L.Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look and McMurray.

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.

Klenow moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to approve the agenda as presented.

There were no public comments on agenda items.

There were no public comments on non-agenda items.

McMurray moved, Look seconded, CARRIED,  to approve the minutes of the June 21, 2010 regular
meeting as presented.

The following correspondence was noted:  a letter from Norman Corporation, an invitation to the
Iosco Township Association meeting and a letter from the Eagles Club pledging support for the
Tawas Police Authority K-9 program.

There were no Council Committee Reports.

Staff Report:   City Manager Leslie reported that Wilcox will be looking at the four corners in the
downtown that do not meet MDOT ADA requirements and will provide the City with a letter with
recommendations as to what should be done with these corners.   He also reported that Klenow’s
Dockside was given approval to have a commercial smoker outside the building last weekend and
it went well.  City Manager Leslie reported that recycling at the Fire Hall is an internal program and
the recycling material is then taken to the City’s recycling location on recycling day.  He also
reported that more problems have been found in the sewer line on U.S. 23 and that grease in the line
continues to be a problem.  Mayor Bolen requested that Sewer line grease issue be added to the
Status Report and Eagles Club sewer removed from the Status Report.  City Manager Leslie  noted
that the specifications for the televising of the sewer lines in preparation for a Capital Improvement
Plan will be adjusted to include a maximum dollar amount for work to be done. 

Police Chief Ferguson reported that there were no major problems during the holiday weekend.  He
noted that there was some congestion on the parade detour route on West Washington Street near
Newman Street due to cars parking along the street.  He indicated that “No Parking” signs should
be put up next year to solve this problem.  He also noted that the detour route was changed slightly
this year by using Wadsworth Street rather than North Tawas Beach Road as the ingress/egress to
U.S. 23.  Chief Ferguson also noted that visiting local civic organizations  worked out well for the
K-9 project and will be used again for future projects.



Clerk/Treasurer Baker reported on some recent changes to the new Web site and noted that
easttawas.com e-mail addresses are available for any Council member who would like one for City
business.  

Klenow moved, Freel seconded, CARRIED, to receive the minutes of the April meeting of the
Housing Commission and the minutes of the June meeting of the Tawas Police Authority and
Planning Commission.

Bills and transfers having been properly presented, Look moved,  McMurray seconded, CARRIED,
that these transactions be approved.   Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.
Abstain:  Freel.

Kit Eagle from the Sunrise Art Center and representatives from Info Northeast were present to report
on the  Haunted Water Festival which will be held in East Tawas from September 25  to Octoberth

11 .   This is an effort to bring attention to the maritime history of Tawas Bay.  The Festival willth

include both an indoor segment which will be held at the second story of Newman Court Mall and
an outdoor segment for “Lake Monsters” which will be a juried selection of metal sculptures located
throughout the downtown and possibly along U.S. 23.   The plan is for most of the sculptures to be
hosted by local businesses and located on private property although they may ask to have some
sculptures located on City property along U.S. 23.    Although no permits from the City will be
needed for the festival, Mayor Bolen requested that the organizers keep City Manager Leslie
informed of the location of the sculptures and other plans for the festival and get approval from the
City Manager before any sculptures are placed on City property.

Freel moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to approve the resolution to amend the Consumers Energy
Streetlighting Contract and authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to sign the amendment on
behalf of the City.  Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to adopt the Michigan Department of Transportation
resolution agreeing to participate in the maintenance of the traffic signals on U.S. 23 at Newman and
Bay Streets on a 50%-50% basis and authorizing the City Manager and the City Clerk/Treasurer to
sign the agreement on behalf of the City.  Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and
McMurray.

L. Bolen moved,  Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to approve the contract with the Iosco County
Prosecutor to provide legal representation for the City in regard to enforcement of the City’s Civil
Infraction Ordinance and violations written under local ordinances by the Tawas Police Authority
Officers..  Yes:  B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.

City Manager Leslie provided notification to the Council as required by his contract that  the contract
expires October 1, 2010.  Mayor Bolen appointed Councilwoman Bolen and Councilman Cano to
the Wage and Salary Committee with instructions to also review the City Manager’s contract.  

There was no opposition to the Chief of Police signing the special liquor license application from
Holy Family Catholic School for a special liquor license for September 25, 2010 for its annual dinner
and auction fund raiser.



Councilman McMurray noted that he heard many good comments concerning the commercial
smoker at Klenow’s Dockside.

Councilwoman Bolen noted that she has been asked if the City plans to spray for mosquitos since
they are so bad this year.  City Manager Leslie reported that there are no plans to spray and that
previously spraying had been considered by the County but was not done.

Councilwoman Bolen reported that she had been asked by the Housing Commission to get opinions
from the Council concerning a couple of issues.  The first issue involved a possible complete
smoking ban in Bay Park Towers.  It was the consensus of members that this was a good idea but
there should be a grandfather clause to allow current residents who are smokers to continue to smoke
in their own apartment.   The other issue concerned a policy in regard to the growing of marijuana
for personal medical use.  It was the consensus of the Council to recommend that the Housing
Commission review the law and obtain policies from other Housing Commissions to review.

Councilwoman Bolen reported on some situations with Department of Public Works and City Park
employees that she felt could be safety issues.

Clerk/Treasurer Baker reminded Council members that the annual Michigan Municipal League
Convention would be held in Dearborn in September and asked that members let her know if they
would like to attend so that registration forms can be submitted and room reservations made.

Mayor Bolen praised the new City Web site and asked that efforts continue toward getting a built-in
projector and screen for the Council Chambers.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Blinda A. Baker
Clerk/Treasurer
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