
 MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF EAST TAWAS CITY COUNCIL
   MARCH 15, 2010

Meeting called to order by Mayor Bruce Bolen at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the East
Tawas City Hall.

Present: B. Bolen, L.Bolen, Cano, Freel, Look and McMurray.
Absent: Klenow.

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.

Post Office/Library was added to the agenda as item b. under Unfinished Business.  Bureau of
Election Grant was added to the agenda as item d. under New Business.  McMurray  moved, Look
seconded, CARRIED, to approve the agenda as amended.

There were no public comments on agenda items.

Public comments on non-agenda items: Laurie Glancy, 667 S. Chambers Road, Tawas City, was
present to indicate her opposition to the Distracted Drivers Ordinance.  She felt it should be limited
to texting and cell phone usage and encouraged the Council to give more thought to this and narrow
down the offenses for which tickets can be issued.

Cano moved, Freel seconded, CARRIED,  to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2010 budget work
session and March 1, 2010 regular meeting as presented.

The following correspondence was noted:  a letter from Rick and Patty Vogeley, 1267 E. Lincoln
Street, thanking the City for enacting the Distracted Drivers Ordinance.  

Council Committee Reports: City Manager Leslie presented plans from Paul Wilson for outdoor
seating at Barnacle Bill’s.  The plans will be submitted to the Planning Commission for review and
a recommendation.

Staff Report:   Clerk/Treasurer Baker asked if the Council was interested in similar resolutions to
those adopted by the Village of Bingham Farms in regard to transportation funding.  It was the
consensus of the Council to not proceed with similar resolutions at this time.  Mayor Bolen indicated
that he felt it was more important for East Tawas and Tawas City to jointly urge the Michigan
Department of Transportation to take action to improve US-23 through both cities. 

L. Bolen moved, Freel seconded, CARRIED, to receive the Fire Department report for the month
of February,  the minutes of the March Board of Review meetings, and the minutes of the March
meeting of the Planning Commission, Tax Increment Finance Authority and Park Board.

Bill Mooney was presented with a certificate of appreciation and a City insulated coffee mug for his
years of service on the East Tawas Housing Commission.



City Manager Leslie reported that George Ananich and Jackie Hoist from THA Architects Engineers
toured the upper floor of the Post Office and indicated that it was definitely feasible to convert this
area to a library.  The were able to get the full floor plans of the buildings and indicated they could
prepare a report on the building, a schematic of a floor plan and a cost estimate for renovations at
a cost of $3,000 to $4,000.  It was the consensus of the Council to have City Manager Leslie pursue
a lease agreement with the US Postal Service for a long-term lease of the building prior to hiring
THA Architects Engineers. 

Bills and transfers having been properly presented, Look moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED,
that these transactions be approved.   Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Look, and McMurray.

City Manager Leslie presented information from Huron Pines on their efforts to eliminate invasive
species of plants in Northeast Michigan.  They are asking local units of government in Northeast
Michigan to sign on to a Cooperative Weed Management Agreement.   Cano moved, Look seconded,
CARRIED, to authorize City Manager to sign on to the Huron Pines Cooperative Weed Management
Agreement on behalf of the City.

Freel moved, Look seconded, CARRIED, to appoint Dennis Frank to the Housing Commission to
fill a vacancy created by the resignation of Bill Mooney with his term to expire December 31, 2013.

Clerk/Treasurer Baker presented information concerning a Michigan Department of State grant
agreement for a new laptop and related accessories to be used for an electronic poll book for all
elections conducted by the City.  This grant requires no matching funds.  L. Bolen moved, Cano
seconded, CARRIED, to authorize Clerk/Treasurer Baker to sign a Grant Agreement with the State
of Michigan for the Qualified Voter File’s Electronic Poll Book Laptop & Accessories Purchase on
behalf of the City. 

Councilman Look questioned the substantial cost difference between a diesel and natural gas
generator.   

County Commissioner John Moerhing noted that every time you pass an ordinance you find that not
everyone is in favor of it.  He encouraged the Council to continue to enact legislation that they feel
is in the best interest of the City.

Mayor Bolen reminded Council members to let Clerk/Treasurer Baker know what they would like
included on the Council page of the website.

The next budget work session was schedule for 6:30 p.m. on Monday, April 19th.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Blinda A. Baker
Clerk/Treasurer
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