
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF EAST TAWAS CITY COUNCIL
JANUARY 4, 2010

Meeting called to order by Mayor Bruce Bolen at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the East
Tawas City Hall.

Present: Bruce Bolen, Lisa Bolen, Joe Cano, Tim Freel, Steve Klenow, Duane Look and
Craig McMurray.

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.

City Manager Evaluation was removed from the agenda and will be added to the agenda for the
January 19, 2010 meeting.  Klenow moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED, to approve the agenda
as amended.

There were no public comments on agenda items.

Public comments on non-agenda items: Penny Wojahn  was present to ask the City Council to close
the first two blocks of Newman Street on Saturday, February 6  for Perchville activities because ofth

safety issues.  She indicated that following the parade many people are involved in the Chili cook-off
and the sidewalks are extremely crowded and having no cars on Newman Street would make it easier
for people to move from business to business and would be much safer for pedestrians.  City
Manager Leslie indicated that the East Tawas Business Association had discussed this issue at the
December meeting and, although there were mixed feelings on the issue, recommended that the
street remain open for this year with members to really observe the situation downtown and evaluate
this issue after Perchville 2010.  Mayor Bolen indicated that the East Tawas Business Association
would be meeting on Wednesday, January 6  and requested that Ms. Wojahn attend the meeting andth

bring her concerns to the Business Association.  Discussion was held concerning the location for
Shanty races which is a new Perchville event.   If Newman Street was closed until at least 3:00 p.m.
on Saturday, the races could be held on Newman Street rather than on East Lincoln Street as is being
requested by the Chamber of Commerce.  Members of the Perchville Committee who were in
attendance indicated that Newman Street would be the preferred location for the event.  Mayor Bolen
requested that this issue also be brought to the Business Association for a recommendation.   City
Manager Leslie will contact Council members after the Business Association meeting with the
recommendation for street closings for Perchville 2010.

Brian Loeffler, 514 Bridge Street,  requested that quads be allowed on all City streets during the
winter months with the same restrictions as snowmobiles.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED,  to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2009
regular meeting as presented.

The following correspondence was noted:  a letter from the Tawas Area Chamber of Commerce and
a letter of invitation from Life Family Chiropractic.   

On behalf of the Barnacle Bill’s Sidewalk Use Request Committee, Councilman McMurray reported
that the committee met with Paul Wilson and is recommending that the City look at a temporary



permit or license to allow the use of approximately three feet of the City sidewalk in front of
Barnacle Bill’s for outdoor seating.   He indicated that the fence would be connected to the overhead
canopy and would extend to the sidewalk but would not be attached to the sidewalk.   A decision on
continuing the temporary permit or license would be decided after the 2010 summer season.  Mr.
Wilson indicated to the Committee that the fence could be moved onto his  property if it doesn’t
work out on City property.    The Committee also recommended that a fee be attached to the permit
or license and that maintenance issues and naming the City as an additional insured be part of the
property owner’s responsibilities.  The Committee further recommended that the East Tawas
Business Association be asked for input on the issue.  The Committee is reviewing ordinances from
other municipalities and will be meeting again to bring forward additional recommendations.

There were no staff reports.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded,  CARRIED, to receive the minutes of the December meeting of the
Tawas Police Authority and the minutes of the December 23, 2009 special meeting of the Tax
Increment Finance Authority noting that the minutes of the Police Authority meeting as given to the
City Council were corrected at the January TPA meeting.

Look moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to follow the recommendation of City Manager Leslie
and award a two-year contract for snow removal to Bolen Trucking under the terms of the bid
proposal.   Yes: Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.  Abstain: B. Bolen, L. Bolen.

Bills and transfers having been properly presented, Look moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED,
that these transactions be approved.   Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.
Abstain:  Freel.

Freel moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to approve the closure of streets for the Perchville parade
as requested in the letter from the Tawas Area Chamber of Commerce.  

It was the consensus of the Council to approve closing the first block of East Lincoln Street from
noon to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 6  for shanty races pending a recommendation from theth

East Tawas Business Association concerning closing the first two blocks of Newman Street on that
day with the possibility of the shanty races being held on Newman Street and the first block of East
Lincoln Street remaining open.

Councilman Cano requested that a monthly DPW overtime report be given to the Council.  City
Manager Leslie indicated that he would include this report in the Council packet for the second
meeting of the month. 

Discussion was held concerning Consumers Energy tree-trimming throughout the City.   Councilman
Look indicated that there are very large logs that have been left in many places.  City Manager Leslie
will contact Jon Hall from Consumers Energy concerning these large logs

A work session for the 2010-11 budget will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 19 .th

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Blinda A. Baker
Clerk/Treasurer
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