
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF EAST TAWAS CITY COUNCIL
 NOVEMBER 2, 2009

Meeting called to order by Mayor Bruce Bolen at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the East
Tawas City Hall.

Present: B. Bolen, L.Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look and  McMurray.

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.

McMurray moved, Look seconded, CARRIED, to approve the agenda as presented. 

There were no public comments on agenda items. 

There were no public comments on non-agenda items.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED,  to approve the minutes of the October 19, 2009 regular
meeting as presented.

The following correspondence was noted: letters from Norman Corporation dated  Oct 23   and Octrd

26 ,  a letter from Steve Klenow in regard to the waterfront building lease, and a letter from the Stateth

Tax Commission notifying the City that it passed the 14-point mini review of the City’s assessing
information. 

There were no Council Committee Reports.

There were no Staff Reports.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to receive the minutes of the October meeting of the
Tawas Police Authority and the notes from the October 29  meeting of the Harbor Committee.th

City Manager Leslie indicated that the Committee met with Tim Sullivan from Norman Corporation
for an update on the progress at the Norman’s store.   Stanley Firkser has signed the Memorandum
of Understanding and used a date of September 1, 2010 as the final date of completion for the
project. Based on a letter from Russo Engineering, construction and bid documents should be
completed within the next couple of weeks.  McMurray moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED,  to
approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Norman Corporation and to authorize Mayor
Bolen to sign the memorandum on behalf of the City and to continue the show-cause hearing
pending further action of the Council based on recommendation of the Council Committee.   Yes:
B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.

City Manager Leslie reported that another option has been suggested to find out what is causing the
Eagles Club sewer backups.   Instead of using a TV camera on the City’s line, we can hire a company
called City Sewer Services to run a TV camera on the Eagles Club line.  The cost for this would be
$100 for travel time and $185.00 per hour for using the TV camera.   Freel moved,  Klenow
seconded, CARRIED, to authorize up to $1,000 for City Sewer Services  to TV camera the Eagles
Club line.  Yes:  B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray. 



Look moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED, to approve funding of $750.00 per year for three
years for the Travel Michigan Pure Michigan campaign.  Yes:   B. Bolen, L. Bolen,  Klenow, Look,
and McMurray.  No:  Cano and Freel.

Bills and transfers having been properly presented,  Look moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED,
that these transactions be approved.   Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and
McMurray. 

Nick Bernelis, Operational Manager for Iosco County Emergency Medical Services, was at the
meeting to introduce himself to the Council and answer any questions about EMS in the County.
Iosco County Ambulance service has been provided by Mobile Medical Response (MMR)  out of
Saginaw since 1993 through an ongoing contract.   The service began as a Basic Life Support system
but is now an Advanced Life Support system.  He indicated that the staff is well trained with  top of
the line equipment, well-maintained vehicles, and educational programs.  There are now four
ambulances stationed around the County with approximately 4,000 calls per year.  They are currently
building a new ambulance station in Grant Township.  He indicated that currently about a third of
the calls come from the west side of the County, one third from the Tawases and one third from the
Oscoda area.  The ambulances are placed at strategic locations throughout the County and are moved
from one location to another when one or more of the ambulances are on calls.  

City Manager Leslie presented a request from 3 Disciplines to have the finish line on Newman Street
for the 2010 Tawas Triathlon. The organizers are projecting that there will be 750 competitors in
2010.  Several individuals from the City met with 3 Disciplines recently to review the 2009 event
and discuss changes for 2010.   Scott Coffin, owner of Best Little Hair House in Tawas, 110 Main
Street, was present and objected to the closure of Main Street between Bay and Westover Streets
because it interfered with customers being able to enter his parking lot.  Discussion was held
concerning options and alternatives.  The 2010 Triathlon will be a topic of discussion at the East
Tawas Business Association meeting on Wednesday, November 4  and it was the consensus of theth

Council to wait until after that meeting to make a decision on the requested street closures. 

Freel moved,  Cano seconded, CARRIED,  to approve the continuance of the lease of the waterfront
building with Klenow’s Market for 2010 under the same terms and conditions as the 2009 lease and
to give Klenow’s Market  an option to negotiate a lease agreement for 2011.  Yes:  B Bolen, L.
Bolen, Cano, Freel, Look, and McMurray.  Abstain:  Klenow.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to adopt a resolution of appreciation for Maureen
Rudel’s sixteen years of service on the Zoning Board of Appeals and fifteen years of service on the
Housing Commission and resolving to present a copy of the certificate to Maureen.

Cano moved, Look seconded, CARRIED, to appoint Steve Klenow  to the Housing Commission to
fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Maureen Rudel with his term to expire on December
31, 2009.

It was the consensus of the Council to advertise in the Iosco County News-Herald that the City of
East Tawas is looking for  individuals interested in serving on the various boards and commission
and asking them to provide a letter of interest and brief biographical summary.  By consensus the
60-day requirement for filling a vacancy on the Zoning Board of Appeals was extended for 30 days
as allowed by the City Charter. 



City Manager Leslie explained the grant opportunity to convert  the decorative streetlights downtown
to LED lighting.   Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to adopt a resolution approving
submission of a grant application to the Michigan Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant
Program LED Demonstration Grant giving full assurance that the local match will be provided if the
project is funded and further authorizing City Manager Leslie to sign the application on behalf of the
City.  Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.

Congratulations were extended to Rhonda Sells for scoring 90% on the State of Michigan 14-point
mini review.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Blinda A. Baker
Clerk/Treasurer
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