
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF EAST TAWAS CITY COUNCIL
OCTOBER 19, 2009

Meeting called to order by Mayor Bruce Bolen at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of
the East Tawas City Hall.

Present: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Look and McMurray.
Absent: Klenow.

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.

Freel moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to approve the agenda as presented.

Public comments on agenda items:  Jim Richards, representative from the Eagles Club,
expressed concerns regarding the sewer line into their building.  Mr. Richards offered a
solution which included the Eagles cleaning their end of the sewer line twice a year and
the City checking its end three to four times per year.  City Manager Leslie explained the
problems associated with cleaning the city’s sewer line that are caused by the flatness of
the Eagles sewer line and indicated a recommendation is being made by Russo
Engineering to inspect the sewer line with a TV camera to determine the cause of the
back ups.  

There were no public comments on non-agenda items.

Freel moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2009
regular meeting as presented.
 
The following correspondence was noted:  a letter from Russo Engineering regarding the
East Tawas Eagles sewer back up issues and thank you notes from the City of Essexville
regarding Mayor Exchange.

There were no Council Committee Reports.

Staff Reports: TIFA Director Pasakarnis presented the Travel Michigan Partnership
campaign by showing a national television advertisement and playing the City of
Alpena’s radio spot.  She is asking the Council for a pledge of $750.00 per year for three
years which would match what TIFA has pledged.  The first year contribution would
need to be paid by March 2010.  City Manager Leslie expressed his support of the
campaign to show a unified region from Cheboygan to Standish.  Council members
would like to research the website and make a decision at the next regular Council
meeting.  

City Manager Leslie reported that Janell Reed, Housing Commission Director, will be
retiring June 2010.  There will be a Harbor Committee meeting on Thursday, October 29,
2009 at 1:00 p.m.  He suggested considering applying for an Energy Efficiency
Conservation Block Grant to convert the existing decorative streetlights to LED



streetlights.  He also reported that Ken Verlac and Pat Schriber would like to sell their
lakefront properties as one parcel to the City for possible expansion of the City Park or to
just open up the lakefront.  This could be pursued through a grant application to the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Land Trust Fund.  City Manager Leslie also
mentioned that he had been contacted about the possibility of the City taking over
ownership of the Senior Center parking lot. 

Fire Chief Deckett reported that the Fire Fighter I and II classes are now being held on
Mondays and Wednesdays and seven Saturdays from now until April 2010.  There are 31
people enrolled from multiple counties to obtain certification.

Police Chief Mark Ferguson presented some comparative statistics from last year to this
year.

2008 2009

Responded to: 183 complaints 147 complaints
21   criminal complaints 30 criminal complaints
148 traffic stops 31 traffic stops

The number of complaints per officer has increased and more of the officers’ time is
being spent in court proceedings and in the office for investigation of criminal
complaints.  Traffic stops have plummeted.  

Chief Ferguson also reported Officers Frank and Weir have just completed a week of
Advanced Law Enforcement Refresher Training (ALERT) at the Alpena Combat
Readiness Training Center.  Membership to the consortium is $125.00 per officer per
year.   Once the membership fee is paid, the training is free.  Chief Ferguson also
expressed his appreciation for the door closer installed between the DPW garage and the
City Police office which cuts down on the fumes and exhaust from the DPW trucks.

Freel moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to receive the minutes of the September 15th

meeting of the East Tawas Housing Commission, the September Fire Department report,
the minutes of the October 13  meeting of the Tax Increment Finance Authority, theth

minutes of the October 13  meeting of the Tawas Utilities Authority and the minutes ofth

the October 14 meeting of the Park Board.th 

City Manager Leslie reported that the Committee will be meeting with Tim Sullivan from
Norman Corporation on Friday, October 23, 2009 to discuss the Memorandum of
Understanding.  Council members would like a definite completion date from Norman’s
with the construction and bid documents completed by the next Council meeting.   If
these documents are not received before the November 2  meeting, representatives fromnd

Norman Corporation must attend the November 2  meeting.  Discussion was heldnd

regarding options for Council action if this project is not completed by the agreed upon
completion date.  Freel moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED, to continue the show
cause hearing until the November 2  meeting.nd



City Manager Leslie reported on the recommendations made by Russo Engineering
regarding the sanitary sewer situation at the East Tawas Eagles.  The recommendation
was that the sewer line be cleaned and then inspected by TV camera to determine the
location of any problems.  City Manager Leslie recommended the line be checked from
the city limits to Pine Street.   There is a possibility a portion of the line may have to be
dug up and a check valve installed in order to clean the line.  Council members would
have to approve prices for work to be done before moving forward.

Bills and transfers have been properly presented, Look moved, McMurray seconded,
CARRIED, that these transactions be approved.  Yes:  B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel,
Look and McMurray.

Freel moved, L. Bolen seconded, CARRIED, that the Bank Depository Resolution be
approved.  Yes:  B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Look and McMurray.

City Manager Leslie made a recommendation that the Council allows the placement of
banners at Tawas Beach Road and US 23 with the approval of specific banners at this
location handled by the Zoning Administrator based on the criteria in the Zoning
Ordinance.  Councilman Freel expressed his concerns regarding this location and feels
objective criteria should be set before allowing banners at this location.  The objective
criteria should be discussed in the future before other banners would be approved at this
location.  Councilwoman Bolen mentioned that the Housing Commission is waiting for
an appointment to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Maureen Rudel.  Mayor
Bolen reported that the October 17  recycling day went very well.  Residents were linedth

up before 10:00 a.m. and there was a steady influx until after 11:00 a.m. but it slowed
down considerably between noon and 1:00 p.m.  Volunteers were from the Juvenile
Enhancement Accountability Program (JEAP) monitored by Chip Botkin.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Julie J. Potts
Administrative Assistant
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