
 MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF EAST TAWAS CITY COUNCIL
 AUGUST 17, 2009

Meeting called to order by Mayor Bruce Bolen at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the East
Tawas City Hall.

Present: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look and McMurray.

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.

Washington Street was added to the agenda as item j. under New Business and ADA ramps Attorney
correspondence was moved to item k. under New Business.   Freel moved, Klenow seconded,
CARRIED, to approve the agenda as amended.

There were no public comments on agenda items. 

Public comments on non-agenda items: Tracie Newenhouse from Tawas Bay Beach Resort provided
the Council with information for the 2009 Michigan Old US 27 Motor Tour which will be coming
to East Tawas on Sunday,  August 23 .   There will be festivities at the Tawas Bay Beach Resort inrd

the afternoon followed by a mini-cruise down Newman Street to Lincoln Street to the Tawas Point
State Park and a tour of the lighthouse.  They will then return to the Tawas Bay Beach Resort for
more activities.

Jim Richards from the Tawas Bay Eagles Club reported that the new flooring will be installed soon
and he wondered what was happening with the wastewater backup issues.  City Manager Leslie
reported that Russo Engineering is working on plans and he will ask Jim Russo to contact Mr.
Richards directly for a report.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED,  to approve the minutes of the August 3, 2009 regular
meeting as presented.

The following correspondence was noted:  a letter from Don Wortman concerning electronic
message signs and a letter from Chris Owens concerning the Turkey Trot.

There were no Council Committee Reports.

Staff Report: City Manager Leslie reported that the Walleye Tournament was a success with many
positive comments received about the area.

TIFA Director Pasakarnis reported that the meeting with Travel Michigan went very well and that
she would be asking the City for matching funds for participation in the Travel Michigan program.
She indicated that the representatives from Travel Michigan were very impressed with the area and
felt that what this region has to offer is exactly what Travel Michigan is all about.  She also reported
that the bid specifications for the parking lots will be ready soon and the Authority will be deciding
what parts of the project they will be able to complete.



Fire Chief Deckett reported that the driving simulator is being programmed and will be ready for use
soon.  He also noted that it took 31 minutes for the water on Main Street to completely clear after
the heavy downpour this afternoon.  He indicated that the drains were able to keep up with the flow
for about the first 15 minutes.  He also reported that the Iosco County Firefighters’ country music
concert will be held this weekend.

Park Manager Frank reported that the annual camper picnic was moved to the Community Center
due to rain.  The campers appreciated the opportunity to use the Community Center and wanted to
thank the City Council and Park Board.  He also indicated that the sound system worked extremely
well.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to receive the July report from the Fire Department, the
minutes of the July meeting of the Housing Commission and the minutes of the August meeting of
the Tawas Utilities Authority, Planning Commission, Tax Increment Finance Authority and Park
Board.

City Manager Leslie distributed a letter from Tim Sullivan concerning progress at the Norman’s
store.  Mayor Bolen requested that the committee meet with representatives from Norman
Corporation as soon as possible.  Freel moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to continue the Norman
Corporation show-cause hearing until the next City Council meeting and request that construction
drawings are ready for presentation at the next Council meeting.  

Freel moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED, to approve the final draft of an ordinance amending
Section 1002, 1003, 1004 and 1008 of  Ordinance No. 304 to regulate electronic message signs with
the ordinance to be known as Ordinance No. 321 with an effective date of September 15, 2009.  Yes:
B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.

Cano moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to approve an ordinance confirming creation of the
Planning Commission with the Ordinance to be known as Ordinance No. 322 with an effective date
of September 15, 2009.  Yes:  B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.

McMurray moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to adopt the recommendations of the Compensation
Policy Committee as presented at the August 3, 2009 meeting.  Councilwoman Bolen requested a
report be provided to the Council detailing all benefit costs per employee.

Bills and transfers having been properly presented,  Look moved, Freel  seconded, CARRIED, that
these transactions be approved.   Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel, Look, and McMurray. 
Abstain: Klenow.

Klenow moved, Freel seconded, CARRIED, to approve a liquor license for Holy Family School for
their annual Auction Dinner on Saturday, September 26, 2009.

Freel moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to appoint Lisa Bolen as the voting delegate to the MML
convention and  Steve Klenow as the alternate voting delegate.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to adopt a resolution approving a change to the



streetlighting contract with Consumers Energy to authorize a new streetlight at the Franklin Street-
Genesee Street intersection.

An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance in regard to non-conforming signs was introduced.
Action on the proposed ordinance can be taken at the next Council meeting.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to approve the request from the Knights of Columbus
to conduct its annual Tootsie Roll Drive on October 9-11, 2009.

Mayor Bolen relinquished the chair to Mayor Pro-Tem Look.

McMurray moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to approve a request from James Bolen, 722
Adams Street, to close Adams Street from Woodlawn Street to Bennington Street from 1:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 23  for a block party. (Mayor Bolen abstained from the vote.)rd

Mayor Bolen reassumed the chair.

Dave of 3-Disciplines Racing was at the meeting to present information concerning the second
annual Tawas Triathlon that is scheduled for September 12, 2009.  He requested that Bay Street
from Main Street to Newman Street be closed on Friday and Saturday to be used as the transition
area for the race.  At this time there are 400 registrants for the race and the Day Use Area is not large
enough for the transition area for the number of people expected.  Using Bay Street for the transition
area would require the racers to only cross U.S. 23 once to transition from swimming to biking.  John
Brummeler, owner of Marions, indicated that he is happy the race is being held here but he wasn’t
aware that the street would be closed for two days.  He noted that whenever Bay Street is closed it
is the east side and suggested that Bay Street between Newman Street and Sawyer Street be closed
for the transition area.   Sawyer Street could then be used as the starting line for the race. Council
members noted that both businesses in the first block of West Bay Street had back entrances and,
since the sidewalks would remain open, the street closing should have little effect on the businesses.
It was the consensus of the Council to have City Manager Leslie contact the two businesses on West
Bay Street to notify them of the potential street closing and get their feelings about using this block
as the transition area for the race.  City Manager Leslie will notify Dave as soon as the decision is
made on which area will be used as the transition area and a final route for the running race will be
determined.  

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to approve the annual Turkey Trot on Saturday,
November 28  with the race route to be the same as last year.th

Discussion was held concerning the potential for curbing the first two blocks of Washington Street.
The Department of Public Works recently installed storm drainage on these two blocks.  The two
blocks are now ready for asphalt but it has been suggested that curbing be installed before the street
is  asphalted.  Because engineering would need to be done before curbing could be installed on the
second block, it was the consensus of the members to only consider curbing on the first block.   Freel
moved,  Cano seconded, CARRIED,  to get bids for curbing on the first block of Washington Street
with bids due by August  31 .   A special meeting will be held after the bids are received in an effortst

to have the project completed by Labor Day.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to enter closed session to discuss correspondence from



our attorney that is subject to attorney-client privilege.  Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Freel,
Klenow, Look, and McMurray.

Entered closed session at 9:00 p.m.

Returned to open session at 9:11 p.m.

Councilwoman Bolen questioned why signs advertising an event for Life Chiropractic were allowed
on the City right-of-way.  City Manager Leslie noted that the signs were removed immediately
following the event which was held at the Community Center.  Councilwoman Bolen also provided
newspaper articles on health care and the Alpena Zoning Ordinance.

A suggestion was made that the special meeting that was recommended by the Compensation Policy
Committee to discuss compensation issues be held with the special meeting for awarding a contract
for the curbing for Washington Street.

City Manager Leslie noted that the lawn at 603 Newman Street has not been completely cleaned up
but that the owner, Annajean Elvey, has requested a hearing before the City Council.  She is
interested in converting the vacant lot into a wooded area.

Meeting adjourned at  9:25 p.m.

Blinda A. Baker
Clerk/Treasurer
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