
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF EAST TAWAS CITY COUNCIL JULY 6, 2009
 

Meeting called to order by Mayor Bruce Bolen at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the East
Tawas City Hall.

Present: B. Bolen, L.Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look and  McMurray.

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.

Foreclosed property was added to the agenda as item f. under New Business.  Blues by the Bay
Festival liquor license was added to the agenda as item g. under New Business.  Freel moved, Cano
seconded, CARRIED, to approve the agenda as amended.

Public comments on agenda items: Jerry Malone was present and gave a report on Summerfest
activities which include the Mayor’s Fish Boil on Friday night, the Kiwanis Fun run, pet and bike
parade, and street dance on Saturday and a car show on Sunday.  He requested that the Council
reconsider the request to have the street dance in the first block of Newman Street.  The issues with
blocking off the first block of Newman Street due to Bay Street now being one-way from Main
Street to Sawyer Street were discussed.   Police Chief Ferguson suggested that if the first block of
Newman Street was to be closed, the barricades be placed on the U.S. 23 side of the railroad tracks
so that no traffic is allowed to turn onto Newman Street.  East Bay Street could be blocked west of
the alley to allow cars to access the parking lot through the alley.  Discussion was held concerning
the issues associated with not allowing parking on Newman Street for the entire day on Saturday to
accommodate the three street closings that have been requested.  The street would be open except
for the scheduled closings for the fun run, pet and bike parade and street dance although cars would
not be allowed to park on Newman Street.  Councilman Klenow noted that the lack of parking on
Newman Street would create problems for the businesses and requested that parking be allowed
except for the times of actual closing of the street.  Jerry Malone also requested that the first two
blocks of Newman Street and Westover Street both east and west of Newman Street to the alleys be
closed on Sunday, July 12  for the car show.  Following a lengthy discussion,  Cano moved,  Freelth

seconded, CARRIED,   to approve the closing of the second block of Newman Street for the street
dance on Saturday, July 11  and the first two blocks of Newman Street and Westover Street to theth

alleys for the car show on Sunday, July 12 .th

There were no public comments on non-agenda items.

Freel moved, Klenow  seconded, CARRIED,  to approve the minutes of the June 15, 2009 regular
meeting as presented.

The following correspondence was noted: a June 19  letter from Waste Management, a thank youth

note from the Chamber of Commerce, a  letter from the Chevrolet Team, an email from Suzan Witt,
and an invitation for a Chamber meet and greet on July 15 .  th

Council Committee Reports:   The Overtime Committee reported that a meeting was held but the
members are still discussing the information that has been received and is not yet ready to make a
recommendation.



Staff Report: City Manager Leslie reported that he has received complaints about the number of
mosquitos this year and questions about spraying.  It was the consensus of the members that the
problems with spraying probably outweigh the benefits.  He also reported that he has received
positive comments concerning the four-way stop at Newman Street and Westover Street.  City
Manager Leslie reported that he has received some complaints that the bands at the Freedom Fest
are too loud.  He also reported that the City is being asked to pay for radio ads for the Walleye
Tournament that will be held in August on Tawas Bay.  The cost for the advertising is $600.00.
Information on the advertising will be provided to the Council and a decision on the expenditure will
be made at the next meeting. 

TIFA Director Pasakarnis reported that she and City Manager Leslie met with representatives from
the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) in regard to the rental rehab grants.
There are a few owners who may be taking advantage of the grant program and MSHDA may extend
the grant program to 2011.  She also noted that phase two of the Streetscape project is nearing
completion.  The contractor credits for eliminating the intersection pavers are still being determined.
The Authority is considering a sidewalk behind the businesses in the Sawyer Street and State Street
parking lots and will probably make a decision at the next meeting.  Bid documents would be
prepared and work on one parking lot would begin after Labor Day.  The parking lots have been
temporarily re-striped to accommodate the new openings.   Director Pasakarnis will be attending a
meeting of the  Sunrise Coastal Coalition.  The Coalition is looking at a regional partnership with
Travel Michigan.   Director Pasakarnis noted that My Great Bay has received a $20,000 grant from
the Saginaw Watershed that will be used for compiling and updating the inventory in each
participating county which will be presented on a website that will allow visitors to click on a
destination and get updated information and GPS information.  She also reported that the engineering
study for the Port of Call study should be finalized soon.

Police Chief Ferguson reported that the 4  of July weekend went well with no real problems.  Heth

also reported that the recent break-in at the East Tawas Library was solved by the Police.  He also
praised the community involvement with volunteers, the Oscoda dive team, the State Police
helicopter, the Coast Guard and search and rescue dogs used in the recent  missing person search for
Mrs. Nichols even though it had an unfortunate conclusion.  Chief Ferguson reported that he is
working with the Department of Public Works personnel on the pet and bike parade.  He also noted
that he has been doing some research on requirement for STOP signs and noted that the signs need
to be either reflective or illuminated at night and that there have not been any accidents to support
any problems with any of the new  signs.  He further noted that department activity was down in May
but picked up in June.

There were no reports of City Departments, Boards, Commissions or Authorities.

The second reading of the proposed ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance in regard to LED
signs was waived.  Tim O’Connor, 611 East Bay Street, asked to address the Council concerning the
proposed ordinance.  He indicated that he had attended the March 9, 2009 public hearing in regard
to the proposed amendment and he felt the final proposed ordinance allowed larger signs in more
zoning districts than the one discussed at the public hearing.  He indicated that he felt the signs as
allowed by the proposed ordinance would have a detrimental effect on the residential areas across
from the business area and on the City in general.  Based on questions that were raised concerning
the zoning districts where the LED signs could be located, the directional placement of the signs,



the intensity levels of the signs and the frequency of change, it was the consensus of the members
to delay a decision on the draft ordinance until the questions could be addressed.

Bills and transfers having been properly presented, Look moved, McMurray  seconded, CARRIED,
that these transactions be approved.   Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.
Abstain:  Freel.

Look moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED, to approve a contract with the Michigan Department
of Transportation for the City to perform the maintenance on US-23 and authorizing City Manager
Leslie and Clerk/Treasurer Baker to sign the contract on behalf of the City.  Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen,
Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to approve closing Newman Street for the Pet and Bike
parade on Saturday, July 11, 2009 from 11:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.

Klenow moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to ratify the e-mail vote to allow the Chamber of
Commerce to sell water bottles and glo-sticks during the 4  of July parade and fireworks with theth

funds raised to be used toward the 2010 fireworks.

City Manager Leslie reported that the Waste Management proposal for every other week curbside
recycling was included in the packet.  He noted that Tawas City officials would be discussing the
proposal at the City Council meeting but indicated that he did not feel East Tawas should consider
this option at this time.  He indicated that he would like to meet with representatives from the other
units of government that have expressed interest in recycling efforts now that Tawas Area Schools
have announced that monthly collection at the school will not be continuing after July 18 .   He alsoth

indicated that the City could provide a collection area at the Department of Public Works site for
East Tawas residents only at a minimal cost.  Council members suggested that other vendors be
contacted for prices before a decision is made.

City Manager Leslie noted that one parcel of property was available to the City due to foreclosure
by the State of Michigan.  This parcel is located in Pelton and Chittick’s subdivision across from a
parcel already owned by the City.  The lot is wooded and marshy and Council members indicated
no interest in acquiring the property.

Freel moved, Look seconded, CARRIED, to approve a liquor license for the Blues by the Bay
Festival on August 27 , 28 , and 29 . th th th

City Manager Leslie reported that he received a phone call from Ben Fedewa who indicated that the
West Branch housing rehabilitation project is moving forward and he expected East Tawas to be
hearing more about its project soon.

Councilman Look noted that the positioning of the new fences around the trees has narrowed the
foot-traffic area of the sidewalk considerably.

Councilman McMurray questioned if East Tawas has purchased a tree for Tawas City to replace the
tree that was removed near the City limits.  City Manager Leslie will check on this.  

Councilwoman Bolen asked if any progress has been made toward a procurement policy for the City.



The committee expects to meet soon.  She also suggested that some type of token of appreciation
for the great job she has done be given to Kaye Chartier as she leaves the position of Zoning
Administrator.

Mayor Bolen commented on the cars he noticed parking on East Washington Street during the 4th

of July parade that narrowed the street that was being used as the parade detour route.  Police Chief
Ferguson stated that he was not aware of this issue.  Mayor Bolen also questioned if an arrangement
could be made with Holy Family Church to allow parking in the church parking lots for the people
involved in the parade to get the cars off the side streets.

Meeting adjourned at 9:52 p.m.

Blinda A. Baker
Clerk/Treasurer
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