
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF EAST TAWAS CITY COUNCIL JUNE 15, 2009

Meeting called to order by Mayor Bruce Bolen at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the East
Tawas City Hall.

Present: B. Bolen, L.Bolen, Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look and  McMurray.

The Pledge of Allegiance was offered.

Summerfest street closing request was added to the agenda as item f. under New Business.  Freel
moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to approve the agenda as amended.

There were no public comments on agenda items. 

There were no public comments on non-agenda items.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED,  to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2009 regular
meeting as presented.

No correspondence was noted.

There were no Council Committee Reports.

Staff Report:  Fire Chief Deckett reported that Iosco County Emergency Management Services has
a generator available and is looking for a location to house the generator.  The generator would be
available for use by any agency but because a hard wire connection would be required, electrical
connections would need to be made before the emergency.  The City could offer to have it housed
at the Community Center.  He indicated that a cement pad would probably need to be poured for
locating the generator.   Chief Deckett asked for direction as to where to get the 20% matching funds
needed for the driving simulator.  The funds will eventually come from the various departments that
will use the simulator but will need to be paid up front.  He indicated that he could use funds from
the Fire Department Equipment Fund or the unit could be turned over to the consortium at Kirtland
College to control.  The driving simulator will include a portable generator and a trailer for
transporting it from department to department.  Chief Deckett reported that he has a meeting at
Kirtland College this week and will seek input there concerning the simulator.  

Clerk/Treasurer Baker reported that staff is working on an Ordinance confirming the creation of the
Planning Commission as required by PA 33 of 2008 as amended.  Planning Commission bylaws are
also being developed for eventual adoption by the Planning Commission.

Freel moved, Klenow seconded, CARRIED, to receive the May report of the Fire Department, the
minutes of the May meeting of the Planning Commission, the minutes of the June meeting of the
Planning Commission, the minutes of the June 8, 2009 regular meeting and June 11, 2009 special
meeting of the Tawas Utilities Authority, and the minutes of the June meeting of the Tax Increment
Finance Authority and Park Board.



Bills and transfers having been properly presented, Look moved, McMurray  seconded, CARRIED,
that these transactions, with the exception of an invoice from Bolen Trucking Company, be
approved.  Yes: B. Bolen, L. Bolen, Cano, Look, and McMurray.  Abstain: Freel and Klenow.

Look moved, McMurray seconded, CARRIED, to pay an invoice from Bolen Trucking Company.
Yes:  Cano, Freel, Klenow, Look, and McMurray.  Abstain: B. Bolen and L. Bolen.

Clerk/Treasurer Baker conducted the first reading of a proposed ordinance to amend the Zoning
Ordinance in regard to electronic message signs.  Action on the proposed ordinance will be taken
at the July 6, 2009 meeting.

Klenow moved, Cano seconded, CARRIED, to approve a Traffic Control Order to install signage
on East Bay Street at Newman Street restricting vehicular traffic to one-way westbound on East Bay
Street from Main Street to Newman Street.

A Traffic Control Order from Police Chief Ferguson was presented directing that stop signs be
installed on Newman Street requiring north and south bound Newman Street traffic to stop at the
intersection with Westover Street.  Councilman Look indicated that he has received a couple
complaints concerning the stop signs being difficult to see.  He questioned if the size and color of
the signs are standard.   These issues will be investigated.  Councilman McMurray reported that he
had received a complaint that it was difficult for cars parked on the west side of Newman Street to
merge into traffic heading south on Newman Street.   Mayor Bolen also questioned if the heights of
the signs have been corrected to make the bottom of the sign seven foot above grade.   No action was
taken on the order so it will remain in effect for 90 days and would expire at that time unless the
Council takes action to approve the order or a new order is issued. 

Clerk/Treasurer Baker reported that during the committee meeting with Norman Corporation the
bollard issue resurfaced.  Norman Corporation presented information to the Committee that seems
to indicate that the site plan that Norman Corporation will be presenting at the July Planning
Commission meeting will be in compliance with the Zoning Ordinance and should be ready for
approval at that meeting.  According to Councilman McMurray who is a member of the committee,
the bollard request appears to be one issue that can’t be approved by the Planning Commission and
would require approval of the City Council.  Councilman Freel noted that there have been
agreements drafted on two different occasions to allow the bollards through either the actual
conveyance of the property needed from the City for the placement of the bollards or a  permanent
easement to allow the bollards on City property subject to certain conditions concerning the
completion of the store. It was the consensus of the Council that it is still willing to make an
agreement concerning the bollards contingent on final site plan approval by the Planning
Commission and completion of the building or a  written agreement with Norman Corporation to
complete the store in compliance with the Zoning Ordinance.  Councilman McMurray also noted that
the Tax Increment Finance Authority is considering the construction of a sidewalk behind the
businesses in the Sawyer Street parking lot  similar to the one constructed in the Main Street parking
lot that may result in the bollards not being needed.  Zoning Administrator Chartier will be asked
to contact representatives from Norman Corporation to notify them of the City’s willingness to
resolve the bollard issue.

Clerk/Treasurer Baker noted that the City of Essexville has asked us to participate in Mayor
Exchange this year.  It was the consensus of the Council members that they would like to participate



in Mayor Exchange with the City of Essexville but would like to have the exchange occur in the Fall.

Clerk/Treasurer Baker presented a request from Jerry Malone, Chairman of the Summerfest
committee, to close Newman Street between Bay Street and Westover Street from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00
p.m. on Saturday, July 11 .   Council members noted that this would also involve closing Bay Streetth

for one block east and west of Newman Street due to the street having been made one way going
west.  Clerk/Treasurer Baker will contact Jerry Malone to notify him that the Council would be
willing to close Newman Street between Westover Street and State Street instead and suggest that
the street dance be held in the second block of Newman Street.

Councilman Cano questioned who is responsible for mowing the grass in the area between the
sidewalk and the curb on Newman Street in front of vacant lots.  This is the City right-of-way and
usually is mowed by the adjacent property owners.  Mayor Bolen indicated that there are also
stretches on U.S. 23 where the adjacent property owners are not mowing the City right-of-way.  This
issue will be mentioned to City Manager Leslie when he returns from vacation. 

Councilman Klenow reported that he has been contracted by residents from the Tawas Lake area
who would like to be able to drive golf carts in the area.  Councilman Freel noted that this issue is
being researched from both a policing and policy point of view.

Councilman Freel indicated that he has asked Police Chief Ferguson to research the enforcement
issue of a City Ordinance prohibiting cell phone use while driving within the City limits.  

Clerk/Treasurer Baker noted that registration is now open for the Michigan Municipal League
Convention which will be held in Kalamazoo from September 22-25, 2009.  Members interested in
attending should contact her so arrangements can be made. 

Meeting adjourned at  8:30 p.m.

Blinda A. Baker
Clerk/Treasurer
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